
Miriam Villalobos is 50
years old and lives in a
city in the outskirts of
Santiago, Chile. She has
been earning a living
from making these
beautiful booties for thebeautiful booties for the
past 20 years.  She has
taught both her
daughters how to do
them plus some
members in her
community so she can
respond with quantitiesrespond with quantities
that exceed her capacity. 
She simultaneously
cares for Juanito, her
18-year-old son with
muscular dystrophy.

Ximena Diaz is 45
years old; she lives in
Santiago, Chile.
An accomplished
embroiderer, her cousin
taught her how to hand
smock when she wassmock when she was
14 years old. For the
past 14 years she has
been embroidering,
teaching and
coordinating the hand
smocking and
embroidery work ofembroidery work of
over 20 women who
earn their living doing
this, including
4 members of her direct
family.

Georgina Castillo is 53
years old and lives in
southern Chile.
She learned the art
of basket weaving
from her mother,
using the local grassusing the local grass
Coiron.  She has done
baskets so large that
she has had to get into
the basket to be able
to weave.  A serious
and organized artisan,
she has taught theseshe has taught these
skills to her children,
cousin, and others in
her community .
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